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Ola/Hola/Ciao/Bonjour/ /Hallo/God Dag/Salut/Zdravo/Hello

Planet Earth Lisbon 2009 was the international event closing the year that was declared
by the United Nations for 2007-2009. “Planet Earth: present for the future” reunited
thousands of activities in 80 countries all over the world, improving knowledge about the
present state of our planet, the natural resources and sustainability for the future of
societies, alerting for the important role of each one of us for the management of the
future. Between 19" and 22™ November, ideas and institutions from the whole world
converged to the Park of the Nations, in Lisbon, for the grand event which fomented
cultural and artistic exchange, as well as urged for sharing scientific know-how in the
prosperous benefit of societies. More than 700 institutions from all over the world were
welcomed by the messages of the President of the Republic of Portugal, Anibal Cavaco
Silva, and the President of the European Commission, Durdo Barroso. Several scientific
conferences open to public were dedicated to the sustainable management of land,
water and oceans, with a special reference to Africa and the fundamental role of Youth,
with most important intervenient such as the Assistant Director-General for Natural
Sciences, UNESCO, the President of the International Union of Geological Sciences, the
Minister of Agriculture and Nature of the Netherlands, the Ministers of Education of Cape
Verde, Norway and Tanzania, the Executive Secretary of the Commission of Portuguese
Speaking Countries and many scientists. The Coordinator of the European Geoparks
Network, Professor Nickolaos Zouros was also present in the Portuguese National

Committee for the IYPE Movie Intro with a small appointment about Geoparks.
From the 500 events developed by Portuguese institutions celebrating IYPE, which
contributed for the great success of the National Committee created by the Portuguese
Commission for UNESCO, Naturtejo Geopark contributed with 32 of them. It is worth to
mention the organization of the VIII European Geoparks Conference last September,
and every year the European Geoparks Week with a rich programme of geo-cultural
activities carried out in the six municipalities of the Geopark. Among the 20 stands
presentin the intemational exhibition IYPE occurred in the Knowledge Pavillion, were the
Naturtejo and Arouca European Geoparks. “From Palaeo-oceans boiling of life...” was
the theme of Naturtejo Geopark’s stand, representing the European Geoparks Network
with a cyber-kiosk for accessing to European Geoparks websites through the EGN site,
with a photo presentation of EGN/GGN and with the distribution for free of hundreds of
EGN magazines. Naturtejo/EGN room was discovered by many of the 3000 vsitors to
m’ the Knowledge Pavillion during the weekend where the Geopark's educational
N, Jprogrammes for the year 2009/10 and the new movie “An Oasis in Europe” were
) presented. The “Adufe” women players from Proenca-a-Velha proudly represented the
g cultural richness of Geopark territory, playing powerfully and happily in the exhibition hall
_"J and enchanting everyone, including the illustrious visitors of the stand, namely the
@Portuguese Minister of the Environment, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and
N the President of the Portuguese Commission for UNESCO, the best ambassador of
=) = Portuguese Geoparks, Fernando Andresen Guimardes. From Planet Earth Lisbon 2009
J Jresulted the creation of the Institute Planet Earth, open to the participation of an active
“Mland responsible European Geoparks Network and all of you interested in the wealth of

3— Jour common home.

S' Congratulations for the first decade of EGN!
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27" November— The Quarryman Museum from Alcains with a national award. The
Quarryman Museum was distinguished with the Honor Prize from the Portuguese
Association of Museology due to its cultural programme. The edition of a CD with
interactive games developed by the School of Education from Castelo Branco and the

partnership with local entitites from Alcains, like schools and the Portuguese Association
of Parents and Friends of the Diminished Citizen, were the most appreciated activities of
the Museum in 2008, by the juri.

December — Municipal Centre of Trekking and Running in Oleiro s. The National
Programme for trekking and running is being implemented locally. It results from a
partnership between the Institute of Sport from Portugal, the Portuguese Federation of
Athletics, the Faculty of Sport from the University of Porto and the interested
municipalities. Oleiros municipality was one of the firstin the District to apply for a Centre
of Walking and Running. This Centre will be able to offer the best technical conditions for
practise sport and promote in a national platform all the activities of trekking and running
developed by Oleiros in an annual calendar.

December — Naturtejo Geopark in the Facebook. Following the experience of other
Geoparks, Naturtejo Geopark is finding in the social networks from the www new ways of
promotion. Naturtejo Geopark is now in the Facebook, one of the most famous and
practical social networks in the net. Fatima Rodrigues is connecting the Geopark and its
activities to thousands of new friends from all over the world, allowing to promote events
in real time and in a very inexpensive way. A new way of finding the Geopark and
attractive to the new generation of cyber clients.

December — R6dao the most fantastic travel of a quartz grain accessible to all blind
people in Portugal. The new Braille book of Naturtejo Geopark tells the geological
history of Portas de Rédao Natural Monument for kids that wish to learn more about
Nature with all the senses except eyes. This is a beautiful cooperation between
Associacdo de Estudos do Alto Tejo, a local NGO, the national association of blind
people (ACAPO) and Naturtejo Geopark providing a book on aspects of Nature in Braille
that is so rare to find in the Portuguese literature. All the regional organizations for blind
people already have the book, which has been distributed for free by the Associacéo de
Estudos do Alto Tejo. Because everyone have the right to knowledge!

5"-8" December — Geology and Historical Villages with Tierra Fuego. 39 Spanish
dventurers fought the bad weather to meet some of the best trails from the Geopark
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and learn with Tiago Oliveira about the geology and the history of fantastic landscapes.
They walked in the Fossils Trail, the Vultures Trail, the harsh Gardunha Trail, the Roman
Egitanea Trail and also part of the Big Route E7, in Idanha-a-Nova.

5"-8" December — Atuaire experiences accommodation in the Geopark. 46 Spanish
tourists choose to relax some days in the best hotels of the Geopark.

11™ December — Seminar on the “Sacred and the Profane”.

“Between the Sacred and the Profane” was the subject of the conference held in the
Municipal Library of Castelo Branco. The participants started to visit the exhibition “A
view on the religion of our grandparents”. The first session was about popular praying,
potentialities of the sacred in a profane society and the school and the educational
territory — culture conservation in Teaching/Apprenticeship. During the afternoon the
session focused on the Our Ladies from Beira and the preservation of cultural values
through the study of the family history. At night there was time for discussion. This
conference supported by Naturtejo Geopark and the municipality of Castelo Branco was
organized by INATEL Foundation from Cowvilha, a local cultural association from Penha
Garcia and the library of Castelo Branco.

.

@ 13" December - By the Trails of Medelim . The municipality of
=) == [danha-a-Nova organized the “Trails of Medelim”. 9,5 km to learn about local history and
Nlandscapes of this Jewish village with a specific architecture of granite balconies, where
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“NJ! 70 people participated and enjoyed.
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15" December — Naturtejo Geopark Christmas Dinner

15" December — Director of the most read tourism magazine in Port  ugal writes
about Penha Garcia .

30" December-3" January— New Year celebrations in the Geopark

# $ $%

NewspapersMagazines
December (Ensino Magazine) — “Naturtejo closes the year of Planet Earth”

December (Ensino Magazine) — “In Naturtejo Geopark  Berkeley wants courses with
IPCB”

December (Revista Jardins) —

December (Alto Tejo) — “Rock Detectives”

December (Alto Tejo) — “Rédao the fantastic travel of a quartz grain”

December (Alto Tejo) — “Environment National Prize: Honour reference”

December (Alto Tejo) — “Archeology and Geology from Rodéao, account,
knowledges and approaches”

December (Alto Tejo) — “Lauching of PR3 the Griffon Vulture’s flight”

1% December (Povo da Beira) — “Naturtejo Geopark in t he closing of the
International Year of Planet Earth”

1% December (Povo da Beira) — “What about the trilobi  te, Mr. President?”

2" December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Naturtejo Geopark in the closing of the

@j International Year of Planet Earth”
NJ] 8 December (Povo da Beira) — Conference “Betweenthe  Sacred and the Profane”

(—18 December (Povo da Beira) — “Quarryman distinguishe  d with the prize from
S ; APOM”

9™ December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Portuguese Associ ation of Museology

C@) dlstlng uishes the Quarryman Museum”

9 December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Sacred and Profan e together on the table this
Fnday night in the Cine-Theatre Avenida”

NQ December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Trekking by the  Trails of Medelim ”
10 December (Reconquista) — “Library receives Sacred and Profane”

— 10 December (Reconquista) — “Quarryman Museum receive s national award”

10 December (Reconquista) — “New Year inthe Geopark  and the Schist”
15" December (Reconquista) — “Land of world heritage, culture and dedicated

Q:\ : people - Penha Garcia: authentic “crib village”
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16" December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Wood is a firery  thin homage to Sun” 16th

16™ December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Environmental Sem  inar of Beira Interior with
more than 320 participants”

16" December (Gazeta do Interior) — “ Astronomy course in the Living Science
Centre of Forest”

23" December (Reconquista) — “Water is the subject oft  he Festival’

23" December (Reconquista) — “Walk in Medelim shows it s history”

30™ December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Tourism and Cultu  re are priorities”

30" December (Gazeta do Interior) — “Medelim receives 70 trekkers in a trail along
Torto River”

31" December (Reconquista) — “New year with a walking  trail”

VI Symposium on Historical Mining and Metallurgy in the SW Europe
18-20th June 2010, Vila Velha de Rédao (Naturtejo Geopark)

Call for Papers
http://site s.google.com/site/mineracaoe metalurgia20 10



