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March cover brings us the legendary granite 

morphologies of the Serra d'Opa. The top of Serra 

d'Opa is full of granite landforms. Especially 

noteworthy are the pits resulting from the 

chemical weathering of coarse-grained granite. 

Marked by legends of enchanted Moorish women, 

these granite landforms are conditioned by the 

original crystallisation of the rocks from magma 

in the depths of the Earth's crust. The Troviscal 

Wind Farm project will be built in the area, which 

is expected to enhance the geological and 

archaeological heritage along Serra d'Opa. This 

is one of Naturtejo UNESCO Global Geopark 

Geomonuments. 
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 March 6th to 9th - Meeting of the Coordination Committee of the European 

Geoparks Network in Kula-Salihli. The 49th Meeting of the Coordination 

Committee of the European Geoparks Network took place in the Kula-Saihli 

Geopark in Turkey. Naturtejo Geopark was represented by Armindo Jacinto and 

Carlos Neto de Carvalho, who played a very active role in both the European 

Geoparks Network Governance Working Group and the Tourism Working Group, 

which Naturtejo Geopark leads. A geotourism guide to European Geoparks is being 

developed under the coordination of Naturtejo Geopark. 

M O N T H LY  AC T I V I T I E S  
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March 7th - Field trip ‘The chaos of boulders at Monsanto granite Inselberg. The 

activity took place as part of the Portuguese course and was aimed at 29 students and 

2 teachers from the 1st and 2nd ESO of the IESO Quercus (Instituto de Enseñanza 

Secundaria Obligatoria) in Malpartida de Plasencia, Cáceres, Spain.  The instructor 

was Catarina Caria. 
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March 6th - Workshop ‘I live in Naturtejo Geopark’ as part of the Living Science 

Club. This workshop, aimed at students from EB1 in Oleiros, Estreito and Orvalho, 

took place at the headquarters of the Oleiros School Group, as part of the activities 

of the School Group's Living Science Club. 90 students and 6 teachers attended. The 

instructor was Catarina Caria. 



March 14th - Training session as 

part of the 2022-2023 Biennium 

for Climate Action entitled 

‘Climate Change and 

Agroforestry Systems’. This new 

action was aimed at technicians 

from the Portuguese Geoparks. 

Around 30 technicians from the 

various geoparks took part, 

including Manuela Catana. 

March 10th – Visit to Naturtejo Geopark. A group of 45 people from the 

Spanish Aurieense Travel Agency visited the historic village of Monsanto, guided 

by Beiratours. 

  

N A T U R T E J O  U N E S C O  G L O B A L  G E O P A R K  |  E - M A G A Z I N E  

M
O

N
T

H
L

Y
 

A
C

T
I

V
I

T
I

E
S

 

7 



  

 

March 14th - Field trip “The chaos of boulders at Monsanto granite 

Inselberg”, aimed at primary school pupils from Spain. The field trip took 

place as part of the Portuguese Language course and 21 students aged 6 to 10 

and 2 teachers from La Acéquia Primary School in Cória, Puebla de Argeme, 

Spain, took part.  The activity instructor was Catarina Caria. 

N A T U R T E J O  U N E S C O  G L O B A L  G E O P A R K  |  E - M A G A Z I N E  

M
O

N
T

H
L

Y
 

A
C

T
I

V
I

T
I

E
S

 

8 

March 15th - Field trip ‘Hidden Secrets in the Mourão Valley’, in Sobral Fernando. The 

activity took place as part of the Biology and Geology subject and was attended by 35 

students and 2 teachers from the 10th and 11th grades of the Proença-a-Nova School 

Group. The monitor was Catarina Caria. 



March 18th and 19th - Two-day educational programme. The Educational 

Programme was part of the Biology and Geology school discipline and 33 

students and 2 teachers from the 10th, 11th and 12th grades of Alfredo da 

Silva School Group, Barreiro, attended. The instructor was Catarina Caria. The 

students visited the Portas de Ródão Natural Monument and the Fossil Trunks of 

Vila Velha de Ródão, as well as the Ichnological Park of Penha Garcia and the 

Monsanto Boulder landscape. 

 

 

March 20th - Field trip ‘Hidden Secrets in Mourão Valley’, in Sobral Fernando. 

This activity was part of the Oleiros School Group's Living Science Club and took 

place in the context of the Natural Sciences and Biology and Geology subjects. 

33 students and 2 teachers from the 7th and 10th grades took part. The teacher 

was Catarina Caria. 
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March 22nd - ‘The importance of water’ as part of World Water Day and 

World Forest Day. The Green Day was organised by the Penha Garcia Sporting 

Centre, which invited various organisations to promote activities and raise 

students' awareness on the importance of water and forest. Naturtejo Geopark 

was invited to address the theme ‘The Importance of Water: the Case of the 

Ponsul River’ and brought a special guest, who was much appreciated by the 

youngsters, the mascot Judite the Trilobite! A total of 30 students, teachers and 

educational assistants from the kindergartens of Penha Garcia and Termas de 

Monfortinho and from the EB1 of Penha Garcia took part in the activities. 

Representing Naturtejo Geopark in this activity was Catarina Caria. 
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March 26th - Master's thesis presentation at the Faculty of Sciences in Lisbon. 

Lourenço Crispim's thesis entitled ‘The Ediacaran-Ordovícian of Penha Garcia - 

Salvaterra do Extremo (Southwest of the Central Iberian Zone - ZCI). 

Palaeogeographic and Geodynamic Reconstruction and Contribution to the 

Conservation and Sustainable Development of the Naturtejo Geopark’ was 

defended by the author with great success. The supervisors of this Master in 

Geology with a specialisation in Geochemistry, Mineralogy and Petrology, 

professors Martim Chichorro and Telmo Bento dos Santos, stressed the importance 

of this work for dating important events that occurred in the geological past of 

Naturtejo Geopark and which mark its landscapes. 
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P e n h a  G a r c i a  I c h n o l o g i c a l  P a r k  

P o r t a s  d e  

A l m o u r ã o  

 

M o n s a n t o  I n s e l b e r g  

F o s s i l  T r u n k s  o f  V i l a  V e l h a  d e  

R ó d ã o  

P o n s u l  R i v e r  

P o r t a s  d e  

R ó d ã o  

 

O l e i r o s  S c h o o l  G r o u p  
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  TV & Radio 

 

• March 5th (Beira Baixa TV) - Portugal on the Geoparks 

Route 

• March 8th (Rádio Castelo Branco) - Portugal on the 

Geoparks Route presented at BTL 

• March 11th (SALAMANCArtv AL DIA) - Getting to know 

Portugal through the new Geoparks Route 

• March 18th (Beira Baixa TV) - Students from Spain visit 

Monsanto 

I M PAC T  I N  M E D I A  

N A T U R T E J O  U N E S C O  G L O B A L  G E O P A R K  |  E - M A G A Z I N E  
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  Newspapers & www 

March 1st (Diário Digital de Castelo Branco) - Proença-a-Nova: 

School group students take local products to BTL 

March 4th (tintafresca.net) - Tourism programme on the 

Geoparks Route presented at the Lisbon Tourism Fair 

March 4th (Gazeta Rural) - Students from the School Group 

take Proença products to BTL 

March 4 (rodavivajornal_arouca) - Portuguese Geoparks 

launch ‘Portugal on the Geoparks Route’ tourism programme 

March 5th (Diário Digital Castelo Branco) - Portugal on the 

Geoparks Route 

March 5th (Publituris) - Global Geoparks Network launches 

new tourism programme at BTL 

March 5th (maisbeiras.sapo.pt) - Global Geoparks Network 

launches new tourism programme at BTL 

March 5th (www.passear.com) - Portugal on the Geoparks 

Route | Tourism Programme 

March 5th (www.sapo.pt) - Global Geoparks Network launches 

new tourism programme at BTL 

March 5th (turisver.pt) - Tourism programme ‘Portugal on the 
Geoparks Route’ launched at BTL 
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  Newspapers & www 

March 5th (Diário dos Açores) - Azores present at the 

Geoparks Route Tourism Programme 

March 6th (www.noticiasdeaveiro.pt) - Portuguese geoparks 

launch Portugal on the Geoparks Route tourism programme 

March 6th (Gazeta Rural) - Global Geoparks Network turns 20 

and launches ‘Portugal on the Geoparks Route’ 

March 6th (viajarmagazine.com.pt) - Portuguese geoparks 

launch ‘Portugal on the Geoparks Route’ tourism programme 

March 7th (BeiraNews) - Portugal on the Geoparks Route 

March 9th (BeiraNews) - IDANHA-A-NOVA: Game of Thrones, 

Bio-Region and Raiana Fair were highlights at BTL 

March 9th (rodaviva.pt) - Portuguese Geoparks launch 

‘Portugal on the Geoparks Route’ tourism programme 

March 9th (Descla) - Portugal on the Geoparks Route 

28 March (Reconquista) - Idanha-a-1000 project receives 

support of 150,000 euros - Activities in all parishes all year 

round 



PROMOTION 
TO THE 

GENERAL 
PUBLIC 
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www.linkedin.com/company/geoparknaturtejo/ 

 

www.instagram.com/geopark_naturtejo 

 

www.facebook.com/geoparknaturtejo.mesetameridional 

 

www.twitter.com/Geo_Naturtejo 

 

www.youtube.com/geoparknaturtejo/ 

 

www.issuu.com/geoparknaturtejo 
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